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Agroforestry is the cultivation, by farmers, of trees or other woody plants with crops or pasture. Its

scientific study is attracting great interest and increasing funding because of its potential to produce

sustainable agricultural systems and agroforestry is now included in most university and college

courses covering land use subjects. Tropical Agroforestry is the first book that provides an analytical

account of the principles, as well as the practices, of agroforestry within the context of the needs of

land occupiers and, in so doing, describes the various specialist aspects that are now emerging as

part of this discipline. The main objective throughout the book is to present, in a readable way, the

underlying functional basis of woody/non-woody plant mixtures and to give a balanced account of

how agroforestry can contribute to sustainable production from land. Understanding the biology of

multipurpose trees is a key to this.
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"This book provides comprehensive analytical accounts of the principles as well as the political

implications of agroforestry." (Abstracts of Public Administration, Development and Environment,

99/00, p.42)

Agroforestry is the cultivation, by farmers, of trees or other woody plants with crops or pasture. Its

scientific study is attracting great interest and increasing funding because of its potential to produce

sustainable agricultural systems and agroforestry is now included in most university and college



courses covering land use subjects. Tropical Agroforestry is the first book that provides an analytical

account of the principles, as well as the practices, of agroforestry within the context of the needs of

land occupiers and, in so doing, describes the various specialist aspects that are now emerging as

part of this discipline. The main objective throughout the book is to present, in a readable way, the

underlying functional basis of woody/non-woody plant mixtures and to give a balanced account of

how agroforestry can contribute to sustainable production from land. Understanding the biology of

multipurpose trees is a key to this.

I would highly recommend this book to anyone seriously interested in persuing tropical agroforestry.

It is full of information, covers social and political ramifications and obstacles to tropical agroforestry,

BUT, it is USD114, which is quite high. Having said that, it is a fantastic book and well written,

refuting some of the hype of the 1980s, but still very optimistic about agroforestry. For anyone who

wants to know the nuts and bolts of these systems, this is your book.I work in organic cacao

production, and know much about TA, however, nearly every page has me learning new things,

realizing that the problems we face here are problems shared by others elsewhere, or seeing things

in a new light.The writer is well informed and clearlyu empathetizes with small scale producers.
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